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peaker for our 12th Orientation was Dr. Karey Sutton, Second
d a 2010 PhD graduate from VT. Now the Lead Research
erican Association of Medical Colleges, Dr. Sutton engaged
networking meals in small groups. Her path from
issertation that focused on genome technology in
doc at UNC Genomics Center was the basis of
er IMSD/PREP family her “back to school
otiables very early,” “keep things in
ous frequently,” and “be your best
ing and new networks.”

Stephanie Adams,
Head of Engineering Education


http://www.nytimes.com/2015/12/01/opinion/a-conversation-with-black-women-on-race.html?_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/12/02/us/politics/justices-to-rule-once-again-on-race-in-college-admissions.html?emc=edit_th_20151202&nl=todaysheadlines&nlid=61297391
http://rampages.us/maprs2016vcu/ 
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During the Fall 2015 VT-PREP and IMSD forums, a number of alumni came to talk to

was
a member of the
9th PREP Cohort
from 2011-2012.
He chose to
attend VT because
it was the most
exciting college
environment he
had ever seen.

He felt so much
joy being here.
The faculty had
outstanding
personalities and seemed eager to have him

in their labs. Snider had an outstanding PREP
experience while he was here, but he jokingly
advised Dr. Ed Smith to put a little less pressure
on the students.

He would have not gotten through the first year
of graduate school without the preparation
from VT PREP. PREP completely changed his
outlook on how science is performed. The
program also provided him with intellectual
tools to fight his way through the initial years of
his PhD program.

Snider is a 4th year PhD candidate at the
University of Minnesota in the Department of
Integrative Biology & Physiology. He is keeping
his options open and does not have a definite
plan for the next 10 years, although he has
developed a strong interest in having a career
in administrative/student development at the
college level. He is also looking into post-
doctoral positions that could lead to a research
faculty position.

He would advise any graduates thinking of
continuing there education in grad school to
undergo a researched focused year where
the students learn what it is to be a graduate
student. This will also help students know
exactly what they want to do with their PhD.

During his visit to Virginia Tech, he was
impressed by the success and size increase of
the PREP/IMSD program since his departure 3
years ago. He thinks the leaders of the program
are very dedicated to the students and provide
them with the tools necessary for both short
and long term achievements. The current
students seem to have aspirations beyond his
Cohort’s outlook. He stated, “It’s easy to see
now why the VT PREP/IMSD is the best in the
country.”

students about life after PREP and IMSD.

was a member of the 8th PREP
Cohort from 2010-2011 as a graduate
student. His talk was titled “From VT PREP
to University of Chicago PhD Candidate in
Immunology.” He chose VT to assist in his
education because he found the resources
available to PREP students to be of the
highest caliber. When he started graduate
school in Chicago, he found he was already
prepared for life as a graduate student
thanks to his experience in the VT PREP
program. This allowed him to quickly start
his research and successfully pass his
preliminary exams.

He is currently in his 5th year of graduate
school at the University of Chicago. While
there he has had the opportunity to present
at several national conferences and attend
an elite international conference in Brazil.
He has received the John Wallace Young
Investigator award and external funding for
his research. He looks forward to graduating
in the summer.

Kevin is not certain where he wants his
career to be in 10 years. Hopefully, he will
be somewhere making a difference for
disadvantaged people throughout the world.

His advice to undergraduate students
thinking about grad school is to take
advantage of the laboratory facilities around
their campus.
He says the
best way

to be sure

if graduate
school is
something
you may be
interested in
is to work in
a lab doing
research that
interests you.

During his visit to Virginia Tech, he was
amazed to see how large the program

has gotten and many great students are
currently enrolled in PREP/IMSD. He was
encouraged by the amount of support his
former mentors gave to him. Kevin stated, “I
look forward to helping the program in any
way | can in the future.”

was a member of IMSD
from 2009-2011 as an undergraduate student.
Her talk was titled “From VT IMSD to Pitt PhD
Student in Psychology.” She chose to study
at VT because of the current students’ love
for their school and the faculty and staff’s
commitment to student excellence. She felt it
was the right place to be.

Her experiences in IMSD helped the transition
to grad school flow more seamlessly. Dr.
Smith and Dr. Dunsmore always had such high
expectations of the students. While at the time
she felt it was overly ambitious, she now feels
that is the spirit you need to succeed.

Jasmine completed a summer research
program each year of her undergraduate career
at VT (MAOP, IMSD, and McNair). Looking back
on it, she wishes she had worked harder to
spend the summer at a different institution.
Her love for Blacksburg hindered her from even
temporarily relocating.

She is a 4th year doctoral student in Applied
Developmental Psychology at the University
of Pittsburg. She is currently a K. Leroy Irvis
fellow and graduate fellow at the Center for
Urban Education. Her experience overall has
been great. She has been blessed to have
various mentors and advisors that push her
beyond what she thinks she can do. If she had
to choose, her most proud moments so far are
getting her first author publication and being
awarded a $10,000 grant.

Her 10-year career goal is to be Dr. Ed

Smith when she “grows up.” Her advice to
undergraduates is to get lots of experience

in research, writing, presenting, and more
writing (especially in the behavioral sciences.)
She also advises PREP/IMSD leadership to
assist undergraduates in locating research
experiences at other institutions and
connecting all scholars with the alumni
network.

Before her visit to Virginia Tech, she forgot
how welcoming and loving the VT community
was. She was happily surprised to see such a
close-knit PREP/IMSD cohort. She stated, “I
came back to ll
Pittsburgh and Ir,
bragged about
how great my
alma mater is
serving young
scholars of
color, and, for
that,l am a
proud alum.”
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was
a member of the
8th PREP Cohort
from 2010-2011 as
a post-bac student.
She is currently a
PhD Candidate at
Rutgers University
in the Biomedical
Engineering
program. Brittany
will complete her

Menah Pratt-Clarke:

, PhD candidate, HNFE,
VT and PREP alum from the 9th Cohort was
the last of our alumni speakers. Her talk was
called “From VT PREP to Virginia Tech
PhD Candidate in Human Nutrition Foods
and Exercise and
MPH.” Having
received a NIH
supplemental
grant, Ramine has
experiences that
our scholars can
use and learn from
beyond “succeeding
in Grad School.”

She has efficiently juggled her MPH program

with the conduct of her research dissertation

0 advised the scholars to “teach back

norities and young people as way to
enhance ones own learning.”

New Vice Provost for Inclusion and Diversity.

was a member of our 8th
Cohort and is currently a PhD candidate in
Neuroscience at UCLA. Her talk was called
“From VT PREP to UCLA PhD Candidate in
Neuroscience.”

Her long-term goals are to pursue a career
as a principal investigator at a top academic
institution in the U.S. Erica also hopes to
mentor underrepresented students in effort
to promote diversity in neuroscience and
biological research. Diversity outreach
programs, including VT-PREP, have bolstered
her own academic success.

Erica has recently been appointed to serve
as the Graduate Student Association
representative for the UCLA Taskforce on
Trans Advocacy and Inclusion. This taskforce
has been assembled to continue expanding
the success and to promote an environment
conducive to learning, no matter what an
individual’s gender identity may be.

Erica is also
interested in
researching
how defects in
synaptogenesis
during early
post-natal
development

~ may contribute

to sensory



http://www.vtnews.vt.edu/articles/2015/11/111015-president-prattclarke.html

SACNAS 2015

VT’s first participation in the SACNAS conference was
in 2003 when Dr. Janet Rankin, Chair of the Advisory
Committee, joined other leaders in PREP including

Ms. Marilyn Kershaw (Ombudsperson) , Reinhardt
Laubenbacher and Ed Smith in beautiful Alberqurque,
New Mexico. This year, IMSD undergrads and Ed Smith
along with other VT faculty and staff were also there
at the SACNAS 2015, the best yet in National Harbor,
Washington DC.

In Seattle, on November 11-15, ABRCMS celebrated its 15th anniversary—and what a show. It was our 13th participation in this vaunted networking
event and conference. In 2003, Virginia Tech’s first participation, only three of us were there. This year, about forty attendees and four recruiting
booths were from VT. MAOP, the grad school, TBMH, SBES/BME, and CVM were all represented. Our alumni were there and our scholars made several
presentations including both oral and poster. (More photos available on our website.)
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ALUMNI AND FRIENDS NEWS

Dr. Doris Zallen, professor of Science and Technology in Society, recently retired. In addition to being the Research Advisor to one

of our most successful PREP scholars (Dr. Karey Sutton, Lead Research Specialist at American Association of Medical Colleges),

Dr. Zallen was also instrumental in developing the first Responsible Conduct in Research training program at Virginia Tech. This
program has been a long-time core requirement of training grants by NIH but has never been implemented at VT until now. Since
PREP was VT’s first competitively funded NIH training grant, Dr. Zallen’s efforts were central to our continued success. She was
integral to the first two cycles of the R25 and continued to be a significant contributor to the development of our scholars. For many
years, her Tuesday night interactions with the trainees (as a part of the HR Bioethics course) was eagerly looked forward to by our
most successful scholars.
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https://www.urmc.rochester.edu/education/graduate/phd/toxicology/students/directory.cfm
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